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criticism or not. This purpose, upon various occasions, has been emphasized. At 
the same time, however, it has been the purpose of the journal to allow free dis- 
cussion of these questions. In accordance with this policy, the first four numbers 
contained by Dr. Curtiss a translation of the latest views of Pentateuch criticism 
as held by Dr. Delitzseh. It was believed that The Hebrew Student could 
serve its patrons best, by informing them from time to time of the various phases- 
and changes which are taking place in this " new " science. No good reason for 
changing this policy has, as yet, presented itself. We are aware that, in the esti- 
mation of some, this is publishing error in order to confute it. To us it seems 
otherwise. It is rather the becoming acquainted with new ideas for the purpose 
of sifting them. The most common newspaper paragraph of the day runs thus : 
"C. V. Keil is at present almost the only important German Old Testament 
scholar who holds fast to the Mosaic authorship of the entire Pentateuch." If 
this is true, and there is no ground whatever for disputing the statement, is it not 
time that the facts in the case, the views which these learned, and in many in- 
stances, truly Christian scholars hold, should, at least, be known to our ministers? 
Is it to be regarded as a dangerous policy to publish facts? Let it be understood, 
once for all, that The Hebrew Student, in publishing articles written by men 
who entertain these views, or articles containing translations from such writers, does 
this not to propagate the views presented, but in order to bring them to the notice 
of American ministers and scholars, that the truth which they contain may be dis- 
covered in the mass of speculation which surrounds it. It is only by unrestricted 
discussion that this end will be reached. If our present views are correct, they 
can surely be established. If they are incorrect, we ought to be aware of the fact. 
While, however, we reserve the privilege of publishing what we believe to be 
honest and sincere discussion on either side of these questions, we disclaim all 
responsibility for the views put forth by our contributors. This matter is referred 
to, at this time, because, probably, the present number will be thought, by some, to 
contain matter of an objectionable character. Certain views of Delitzseh, Orelli, 
Strack, and Horst are given, but in every case they are accompanied by the criti- 
cisms of those who, with perhaps a single exception, will at once be recognized as 
strictly conservative. We trust that our position will not be misunderstood. 



The Society of the American Institute of Hebrew. — At a meeting held at the 
Grand Pacific Hotel, Chicago, Jan. 20th, there was organized what will henceforth 
be known legally as "The Society of the A. I. H." The Society consists of one thou- 
sand shares, which are held by about one hundred and twenty-five clergymen and 
laymen, representative men of nearly every evangelical denomination. The reader 
is referred to the second page of the cover for the names of the officers of the 
Society and for a statement of its aims and purposes. It will not be out of place,, 
perhaps, to mention here a few of the facts connected with the origin and organi- 
zation of this Society : 

1. Within two years the " Hebrew Correspondence Club," which began work 
Feb. 14th, 1881, with forty members, has grown into The Hebrew Correspondence 
School, with its four Courses, and over five hundred members. The plan is no longer 
an experiment. What seemed to many to be utterly impracticable, viz : to teach. 
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Hebrew by correspondence to those who were entirely ignorant of the language, 
has been shown to be a comparatively "easy" matter, at least in the case of the 
one hundred and fifty beginners now at work. There are but few States, and, 
indeed, but few Countries, in which members do not reside, and there is not an 
evangelical denomination in the country unrepresented. 

2. Within two years the Hebrew Summer School has come to be recognized as 
a summer resort where one may spend his vacation with profit, if not with rest. 
From a Winter School with two classes and twelve members, it has grown to be a 
Summer School with, last year, eight classes and seventy members. In arranging 
for the coming summer (July 2nd — 30th), provision will be made for fifteen classes 
and one hundred and twenty-five members. The faculty will include six instruc- 
tors, aud four special lecturers ; among the latter will be Prof. William Henry 
Green, D. D., of Princeton, and Prof. Howard Osgood, D. D., of Rochester. 

3. Within one year the friends of the movement have seen the establishment 
of a monthly journal, the aim of which is to foster and help on this important 
work. Although but ten numbers of the journal have been issued, it has been 
recognized by the press of all denominations as a periodical worthy of the sup- 
port of every minister. With an increased subscription-list, it will be possible to 
promise still better things in the future. 

4. Within six months a fourth department, indispensable to the highest interests 
of the movement, has been organized. The Hebrew Book Exchange is yet in its 
infancy as a business venture, but its work has begun in earnest. It responds 
daily to inquiries for information concerning the author, edition, subject, price 
and value of this or that book. It is the means of placing in the libraries of pas- 
tors, teachers, and educational institutions many books relating to the Old Testa- 
ment, which would not otherwise find their way into these libraries. It is in 
possession of a complete outfit for printing English, Hebrew and Greek, and 
arrangements are already in progress for the purchase of Syriac, Arabic, Samaritan 
aud Rabbinical Hebrew type. It has already commenced the work of publishing 
and no long time will elapse, it is believed, before it will be in a position to place 
before the ministerial publio several series of volumes on subjects relating to 
the Old Testament, books of great value, which, perhaps, no other publishing house 
would feel warranted in issuing. In addition to this, it may be stated that The Heb- 
rew Book Exchange has already laid the foundation of a Circulating Library of 
Semitic Literature, which shall be at the service of every member of the Institute 
of Hebrew. 

5. It will readily be seen that the success of a movement, which, though re- 
stricted to a single department, is intended to cover so large a field, is largely 
dependent upon the resources which it can command in the way of financial 
assistance. Such a work from its very nature, cannot remain a personal work. 
The combination involved is, to say the least, unique. It is not merely an educa- 
tional work. It is as well a business, and to carry on a business there is needed 
capital. For the purpose of securing the necessary oapital, the Society was or- 
ganized. The Society is to be regarded as the legal corporation, through 
whose officers this great work will be prosecuted. To the Society the officers will 
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be accountable for the manner in which the work is performed. The Society 
likewise will be responsible to its patrons for the manner in which its affairs are 
conducted by its officers. This, in brief, is the Society, and by this Society the 
American Institute of Hebrew with all its departments will be managed. 



B06K*N0¥ICEjS. 

[All publications received, which relate directly or indirectly to the Old Testament, 
will be promptly noticed under this head. Attention will not be confined to new boots, 
but notices will be given, so far as possible, of such old books, in this department of study, 
as may be of general interest to pastors and students.] 

LIBRI DANIELIS, EZRAS ET NEHEM1AE* 



This is the most elaborate in the series of texts published by Baer and De- 
litzsch. Beside the usual appendices criticce et Massoreticce it contains an exam- 
ination of supposed Babylonian words by the now well known Assyriologist, 
Friedrich Delitzschand an adumbratio Chaldaismi .BtoZtcibyDr. Baer as indicated 
in the title. The Introduction by Prof. Franz Delitzsch notices briefly the corrup- 
tion of the text (or rather of the Massora) in ordinary editions, and describes the 
MSS. used for this one. 

Friedrich Delitzsch brings us little new. He is inclined to favor the identifi- 
cation of "the great and noble Asnapper" (Ezra IV : 10) with Assurbanipal and 
even to suppose the shorter name a corruption of the other. 

The adumbratio is a full series of Paradigms of Chaldee forms, beginning with 
the pronouns and ending with the weak verbs. There follows a table of all the 
verbs found in Biblical Chaldee, grouped in their respective species. A few 
remarks are added concerning obscure or anomalous forms. There seems no 
reason why this set of tables should not furnish all the grammatical aid needed for 
the study of the Chaldee portions of the Bible. 

If these plates should be used for a new edition of these books or in printing a 
complete Old Testament it is much to be hoped that heavier and firmer paper may 
be chosen H. P. Smith. 

MUHAMMED IN MEDINA. f 



The appearance of this volume and the acceptance of a professorship by 
Wellhausen have caused some discussion, as indicating his abandonment of Old 
Testament studies. The only statement in the book bearing upon this point is 
where he gave it as his object "to learn something of the wild vine upon which 
the plant of Jehovah's Torah is grafted by priest and prophet. For I have no 



*Libri Danielis, Ezrae et Nehemiae; textum Massoreticum accuratissime expressit, 
o fontibus Maseorae codicumque varie illustravit, adumbrationem Chaldaisoii Biblici adjecit, 
8. Baer. Cum praefatione Prancisci Delitzsch et glossis Babylonicis Friedericl Delitzsch. Lipsiae 
1882, pp. LX et 136, 8vo. 

+ Das 1st, Vakidi's Kitab al Maghazi in verkiirzter deutscher Wiedergabe herausgegeben 
von 0. Wellhausen. Berlin (Q. Keimer) 1883. Pp. 472, 8vo. 



